[bookmark: _Hlk179380964][image: ]St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church	              4595 Snyder Lane  Rohnert Park, CA 94928                                                                                                                                                    (707) 585-3708                                                                                                                                                                    Website:www.Stelizabethrp.com                                                	 E-Mail stelizseton@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                     	  Office Hours: Tue -Wed 9-1pm, Thu 9-11am. 		The Church is open: Mon-Wed 7:30–7:30pm,                                                          Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord             	    March 29, 2026

Parish Staff
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Diaz #4                                                                                                                                Office Manager: Chris Giacometti: #1
Mass Times:  #2
Youth Faith Formation: Jennifer Bedoka #3 
Executive Board: Tony Madia/Chairperson, Linda Biondini/Vice Chairperson, Katie Chase, Larry Ruminson, Diane Colbrook
Floral Decorations: Cesira Heric
   Sacraments and Devotions
Reconciliation: See page 3 of the bulletin for schedule
Marriage: One year notice to the pastor.
Infant Baptism: 1 month notice. The preparation session will be on April 26th 3:30pm/ Hall 
Anointing of the Sick: Please call Fr. Tom.                                                      Usually, it is celebrated after the 10:30 Sunday Mass 
The Rosary: ½ hr. before weekday Masses.
Divine Chaplet: Tuesdays after the12:15 Mass                    
The Welcoming Church: Sunday 1pm.
Exposition & Benediction: not this week
Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week
    Sat/Mar  28        4pm     + Lydia Leano 
    Sun/Mar 29     8:30am   +Angelo Leonardi
                         10:30am     For the Parish
    Mon/Mar 30    12:15pm     Int for Rosa Gomez
    Tue/Mar  31    12:15pm    +Felix Rojas
    Wed/Apr   1     8:15am     +Salud & Joaquinito
                                           Dayanghirang
    Thu/Apr   2      7pm        Int of Rosa Gomez
    Fri/Apr    3     1:30pm     Good Friday Liturgy
    Sat/Apr   4       8pm       For the Parish
    Sun/Apr   5     1:30am    For the Parish
                       10:30am    Special Intention 



Events in the Parish
      Sun/Mar 29        1pm  Welcoming Church
      Tue/Mar 31    5:30pm  Socials Mtg/Cl
      Wed/Apr  1    4:30pm  Filipino Ministry Mtg
      Mon/Apr  6        6pm  Men’s Club Mtg

Stewardship: Plate Donation for March 22nd $5,041.00


Sunday Scripture Readings
Reading I: Isaiah 50:4-7, Reading II: Philippians 2:6-11, Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66. 

         Last Sunday’s Homily Highlights
· As Lazarus was bound and tied up head to foot, where are we being held a prisoner by the allurements of the world.
· If you believe that Jesus is the resurrection and the life, why do we worry so much?
· When do you need to be untied to go free with the Lord in dealing with the things of the world that may lord over us?

Sunday Reflection

Contrasts Palm Sunday contains a contrast that tells us in advance what Holy Week is all about. This is why Sunday is called both "Palm Sunday" and "Passion Sunday."
   The two Gospels set up the contrast. That is right, two Gospels. The first is read at the very beginning of the ceremony, during the procession of palms. Jesus is making a triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. The people are cheering wildly: “The whole city stirred to its depths,” Matthew tells us. Some people are asking, “Who is this?” and others in large numbers replying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee!”
   They soften his pathway, laying out palm branches before him and even spreading their own coats on the road. He is their man. They treat him as a king!
What a “kingdom of God” this had turned out to be.
The Church procession reaches the front of the church, with parishioners holding actual palm fronds to illustrate the story. Mass continues, and the readings come. And now the tables are turned. In the second Gospel, we hear a reading of the passion according to Matthew. Here, Jesus the king is handed over to authorities, betrayed by one of his own disciples, and he completes his kingly entry to Jerusalem by receiving a royal robe of mockery and a crown of pain.
   He did not turn away from this mockery. In fact he “set his face like flint” toward his humiliation (as it says in the First Reading of Sunday’s Mass; see also Luke 9:51-55).
   This reading states the contrast beautifully. It is a passage from Isaiah and is called the “Third Song of the Suffering Servant.” The first part of this reading says, “The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.” This he did, and was applauded for it, treated like a king.
[image: ]The second part says, “I have not rebelled, have not turned away. I gave my back to those who beat me ....” Jesus knew well this passage from Isaiah.
   So, Palm/Passion Sunday presents a huge contrast between the world’s view of kingship and the holy and humble meaning of it. The Church has set up Sunday’s liturgy specifically for this purpose. Jesus begins as a hero and ends as an object of ridicule.
In this contrast, Jesus shows himself as a man of great humility. Each of us, including Jesus, is designed to love and be loved, to empty ourselves of any bad habit or out-of-control urge that pushes us toward pride. We become ourselves by remaining true to the God of Love who lives within us. Neither shame nor renown can pull us away from this, if we follow Jesus in his humility.
   And then God will highly exalt him. God will say to the crowd, you were right about throwing palms, but not if you were trying to create a worldly hero. Real glory and greatness reside in quiet, unrelenting love, no matter how other people react.
   We are in the presence of great truth here.
                                          Fr. John Foley, SJ.

Discussion Question: What does Jesus’ suffering teach me about facing difficulties in my own life?

Sunday Family Connection

   Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday, marks the beginning of Holy Week. During this week, we prepare ourselves for Easter by prayerfully reflecting on the events of Jesus’ passion and death. During this week, your family might display a crucifix in a prominent place as reminder of the salvation that Christ won for us. This can also serve as the focal point for family prayer during Holy Week.
	Because of the length and complexity of the passion narrative, it is difficult for children to remain attentive when it is proclaimed in its entirety. Families can make it a tradition to read a portion of this Sunday’s Gospel each day of Holy Week, providing ample opportunity for children to ask questions and respond to the events described there. In this way, the entire week can become a “way of the cross.”
   Each day during Holy Week, the family can gather in a prayerful space with a crucifix as its focal point. The passion as found in Mark’s Gospel might be read as follows throughout the week:
Sunday:	Mark 11:1-10 (Gospel at the 				Procession with Palms)
Monday:	Mark 14:1-11
Tuesday:	Mark 14:12-26
Wednesday:	Mark 14:27-52
Thursday:	Mark 14:53-72
Friday:	           Mark 15:1-41
Saturday:	Mark 15:42-47
   After reading from the Gospel each night, the family might reflect on the reading together. Conclude your prayer time together by praying the Lord’s Prayer or by singing an appropriate hymn such as “Jesus, Jesus,” “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” or “What Wondrous Love is This.”

 REFLECTIONS DURING HOLY WEEK
What steps can I take to follow Jesus more closely during Holy Week?
Palm Sunday
· In what ways do I stand by Jesus when it is easy, and when do I struggle?  	
· What steps can I take to follow Jesus more closely during Holy Week?
	Monday of Holy Week
· In the Gospel, Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume, an act of love and honor.  How do you honor Jesus through service and love?
· How do you bring justice and kindness into your relationships?
Tuesday of Holy Week
· When have you experienced the pain of betrayal, and how did you find strength to continue?
· How does God’s call to bring light inspire you in your own life?
Wednesday of Holy Week
· How can you stay faithful to God when facing rejection or betrayal? 		
· Judas’ actions show how temptation and selfishness can lead to sin. How do you seek God’s help in resisting temptation and making better choices.
Thursday of Holy Week
· In what ways does the Eucharist nourish and strengthen you for your journey of faith?
· How have you served others today? Take some time to reflect on your actions and see how you have put the needs of others before your own.			                            
          Friday of Holy Week
· What emotions do you associate with Good Friday, and why? 
· How do you feel when you reflect on the events of Jesus’ crucifixion?
Saturday of Holy Week
· What does the silence and stillness of Holy Saturday symbolize for you?
· How does the mystery of death and the unknown impact your faith?


The Holy Week and Easter Masses - Services
Monday: March, 30th 8:15 am
Tuesday: March, 31st 12:15 pm
Wednesday, April 1st  8:15 am
 Confessions                                                    10 -11 am., 12 – 1 pm., 5-6 pm.
Holy Thursday April 2nd 7pm. with quiet time with the Lord after Mass to 11pm.
Good Friday April 3: Quiet time to 1 pm., Stations of the Cross, 1pm. Good Friday Liturgy 1:45 pm. (The Passion, Veneration of the Holy Cross, Holy Communion).
Easter Vigil April 4, 8 pm. Mass
Easter Sunday April 5, 8:30 & 10:30 am. Masses.

Quote of the Week
"Patience endurance is the perfection of charity."
St. Ambrose
Sunday, March 29th
9:30 am 2nd Year Confirmation Class/CL
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word
5-6:30pm 1st Year Confirmation Class/CL
5-6:30pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L3/Atrium
Tuesday, March 31st
3:30 pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L1/Atrium
Wednesday, April 1st
3 pm 1st Year First Communion
3 pm 2nd Year First Communion
3 pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L3/Atrium
Sunday, April 5th
No Class 2nd Year Confirmation Class/CL
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word/Hall
No Class 1st Year Confirmation Class/CL
No 5 pm Class Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
After 10:30 am Mass: All ages are welcome to join the Easter Egg Hunt
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Faith Formation Registration opens Easter Weekend!  Get your packets on 4/4 and 4/5

Does your child/ren want to serve or need service hours, please inquire at the email address below.

Email sesreled@gmail.com if you’re interested in joining our ministry!

Please pray for the health intentions of: Luis Rangel Alvarez, Patrick Bohn, Sherman Chan, Gus Chang, Dennis Costa, Mary Couto, Patrick Dempsey, Giovanna Desimone, Lupita Diaz, Marcella Dorado, Anthony Eger, Evelyn Estrella, ,Cedric Fontana, Kathy Fontana, Louise Galassi, Elsa Garcia, Rosa Gomez, Dave Grundman, Kathleen, Nancy Keegan, , Kelly Limberg, Theresa M, Frank Manhoso, Rudy Melano, Charles McCollum, Kevin McDonough, Richard Miller, Larry Ng, Pat O’Brien, Robert Perrill, Mary Piccioni, April Piehoff, James Reynolds, Claire Ribeiro, Marie Ribeiro, Lisa Rivas, Patricia Sack, Robert Scarpone, Patricia Stiefer, Dominique & Cecilia Tarrant, Jim Turegano, and Malik Whitehorse.
If you want a name on the list, please call the office.
   We will be redoing updating the sick list with your cooperation after Easter.
SES Women’s Guild Scholarship: The SES Women’s Guild is excited to announce we are now accepting applications for the 2026 scholarship program.   The scholarship amount is $1000.
   This will be awarded to a graduating high school senior student who plans to attend a college, university, or trade school.  
   Eligibility: be a practicing catholic and member of the SEAS parish and in good standing academically with their current school/education program 
  Applications can be picked up in the parish office.
Deadline: turn into the parish office by Thursday, April 30, 2026
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Pastor’s Corner
   I want to thank those who have donated money for Easter plants[image: ], $20 donation. Please phone the office to make arrangements as to the name of the one making the donation, the name of the one you want remembered, and sending the donation before Friday in an envelope or by personally stopping by the office, Tues-Thurs.
   I am looking at getting a security camera outside the men’s bathroom as it looks like someone is almost taking a bath on Saturday mornings. Also, someone has been locking the doors to the men’s stalls. I would prefer not to have locks for the bathrooms at it would cause an inconvenience.
   We are looking at 8 adults being baptized at the Easter Vigil. Please keep in your prayers: Tyler Miller, Alexis Rios, Faith Stockton, Ron Cordova, Tiffany Cavillo, Alistasia Flores, Danielle Thorpe, Chelsea Whelan, and Scott Chase will be received into the church as he has been baptized in another Christian denomination. 
[image: ]The Easter Triduum and the Paschal Fast
The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday. Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.						The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the Lenten season and leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil. The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum are:
· Mass of the Lord's Supper
· Good Friday of the Lord's Passion
· Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord Vigil
Good Friday, April 3, 2026, is a day of fasting and abstinence. Fasting is to be observed by all 18 years of age and older, who have not yet celebrated their 60th birthday. On a fast day one full meal is allowed. Two other meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and juices, are allowed. Abstinence is observed by all 14 years of age and older. On days of abstinence, no meat is allowed. Note that when health or ability to work would be seriously affected, Church law does not oblige. When in doubt concerning fast and abstinence, the parish priest should be consulted. Fasting, almsgiving, and prayer are the three traditional disciplines of Lent. 
   The  "paschal" fast is not the Lenten fast for that has ended as Lent ends before the evening liturgy of Holy Thursday. It is paschal, that is, "Passover" fasting that we are invited to do here. Something is being left behind. Something is beginning. And it sounds like a serious fast, not just a no-eating-between-meals sort of thing. It sounds serious because of what it is meant to accomplish: "a way of coming to the joys of the Sunday of the resurrection with uplifted and welcoming heart." Such a fast that has its good effects on mind and heart, as well as body, is a solemn and very infrequent undertaking.
   What kind of a fasting is this? It comes from the same past of us that has us fast before momentous events in our lives. Few of us are hungry on the morning of our wedding day! It is that kind of fast, the fast of excitement, the fast of being so full of what is to come that food is almost forgotten. A Friday and Saturday like that will give us hearts uplifted and ready to welcome the Vigil.
   The fasting is not only from food. Even more important may be the fasting from our normal work, the fasting from seeking ways to be entertained, the fasting from anger and harsh words. In all of this is the way we pass the first two days of these Three Days. There are the liturgies on Holy Thursday night and Good Friday, but the special character of these days cannot be restricted to these more formal times. All the ways we fast bring us into the Triduum, make it ours, let is shape our lives. Triduum is too important to be left to its liturgies alone.
   Such a fast is what any self-respecting tribe would be engaged in before daring to enter into its sacred rites of initiation. People seem to know that the whole person has to be made ready and that does not happen without engaging the body, the mind and the heart. Fasting, we can't pretend that the initiating work of the Vigil is up to someone else. We know it belongs to us. The space that is created by our fast makes room for the watching and praying that lead the church through Good Friday and Holy Saturday and into the night of the Vigil.

 Ministry Schedule
March 28th – April 5th                              
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
                              4pm Mass
Readers: Tony Madia, Liz Ritchie
EMS: Janice Dyer, Victoria Gregorio, Beth Turegano
Ushers: Sally Shami, Tony Turegano
Greeters: Ron & Debra Ciarasso
                             8:30am Mass
Readers: Heigi Pillor, Dolores Sanchez
EMS: John Buhagiar, Mary Thayer, Diane Cook
Ushers: Remie Alinas, Maureen Sheridan Scott
Greeters: Larry & Jo Ruminson
                             10:30am Mass
Readers: Scott Crossen, Scott Morrical
EMS: Jovita Bishop, Dianne Foppoli, Nora John
Ushers: Giovanna Desimone, Milagros Morrical
Greeters: Fred & Janet Adam
                        Holy Thursday
                         7pm Mass
Readers: Heigi Pillor, Tony Sacramento
EMS: John Buhagiar, Dave Grundman, Tony Turegano
Ushers: Diane Cook, Tony Turegano
Greeters: Roxanne Bialkoski, Luisa Bustillos
                         Good Friday                        
                           1:30pm
Readers:  Fred Adam, Linda Biondini
EMS: Jovita Bishop, Beth Turegano, BillYates
Ushers: Beth Turegano, Bill Yates
Greeters: Pat Yates, Janet Adam
                  Saturday/Easter Vigil
                            8pm
Readers: Linda Anderson, Linda Biondini, Tony Madia
EMS: Luisa Bustillos, Tony Madia, Not Filled
Ushers: Mark & Selina Johnson
Greeters: Debra Ciarasso, Tony Piazza
           Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
                       8:30am Mass
Readers: Phillip Alvarado, Liz Ritchie
EMS: Remie Alinas, Diane Cook, Dave Grundman
Ushers: Diane Cook, Barry Goff
Greeters: Larry & Jo Ruminson
                         10:30am Mass
Readers: Marie Horwitz, Scott Morrical
EMS: Giovanna Desimone, Nativity Mata, Milagros     Morrical
 Ushers: Giovanna Desimone, Sally Shami
 Greeters: Agustine Gonzalez, Nativity Mata
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