
 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 
 

                            4595 Snyder Lane Rohnert Park, CA 94928 (707) 585-3708                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Email: stelizseton@sbcglobal.net 

New Website Address: www. Stelizabethrp.com 
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9-1:30 p.m.  

The church is open daily from 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
                                                                   

 

 

September 11, 2022            

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Diaz                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Office Manager: Chris Giacometti - Extension # 1                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Youth Faith Formation: Jennifer Bedoka, sesreled@gmail.com - 

Extension #3 
 

This Week’s Liturgy Schedule - Extension #2 
   

 Wednesday & Friday: 8:15 am. and Tuesday & Thursday 12:15 pm. 
Saturday 4 pm. (Vigil), Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: After Friday 
morning Mass for 15 minutes  

 
Sacraments and Spirituality 

 

Reconciliation: Sunday 9:45-10:15 am. and by appointment 
Marriage: One-year notice. Please call Fr. Tom to begin preparation. 

Baptism: Two-month notice for a child’s baptism. Our next 
Baptismal Class is on Oct.30th at noon. 

Adult Baptism: Please call the office. 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the office. 
 

 
 

Devotions 
The Rosary: Tuesday-Saturday morning 1/2 hour before Mass 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet Tuesday after the 12:15 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council Leadership 
 

Giovanna DeSimone, Jennifer Bedoka, Patty Turner 
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Sundays Readings 
 

Please note that the Scripture readings begin on page 
210.  First Reading: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14. Second 
Reading:  1 Timothy 1: 12-17. Gospel: Luke 15:1-32. 

 

Reflection on Sunday’s Reading 
 

Mercy and Moral Idiocy In the First Reading, the 
Israelites, who have just been freed from slavery in 
Egypt by spectacular miracles that God did for them, 
those same Israelites have made molten metal into 
the statue of a calf and declared that the calf is their 
God who brought them out of Egypt. 
   Maybe like Paul, who once was the chief of 
sinners, your sinning friend could become glorious. 
God is very angry at the people in consequence. This 
people is hopeless, God says to Moses; I ought to 
destroy them and make a new Israelite people out of 
you, Moses. But God means to be merciful to the 
Israelites, and he is inviting Moses to be merciful by 
first showing Moses the evil of the people. If you 
don’t see the evil in what others are doing, you aren’t 
merciful. You are just a moral idiot. 
In response to God’s anger at the Israelites, Moses is 
merciful; and he wants God to be merciful too. And 
so the reply of Moses to God’s anger teaches us 
something about mercy. 
   Moses does not try to see what the Israelites are 
doing as not so bad, as somehow acceptable or 
excusable. If he did, then Moses really would be a 
moral idiot. But he doesn’t. Rather, Moses entreats 
God to be merciful by reminding God of the past 
history of the Israelites. Don’t you remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses asks God? They 
were your servants and so pleasing to you! For the 
sake of what the Israelite people were in the past, 
have mercy on them now! 
   The Second Reading is about mercy too. Paul 
explains that he once was a persecutor of God’s 
people. He doesn’t gloss over his own evil then or 
make himself a moral idiot, any more than Moses did. 
But Paul says that he obtained mercy from God 
anyway, because God could see the man that Paul 
could become. For the sake of the man Paul could be 
in the future, God had mercy on him. 
   Here is one moral of the readings then. You must 
not be a moral idiot. When you look at the conduct of 
your father, or your friend, or your boss, if that person 
is being sinful, then you need to see clearly that he 
is. But what you see when he is evil is not all there is 
to him. There is what he was in the past, the small 
boy his mother loved, for example. He wasn’t always 
the sinner he is now. And then there is what he could 
become. Maybe like Paul, who once was the chief of 
sinners, your sinning friend could become glorious in 
the service of the Lord in the future. 
   So, see clearly the evil in your neighbor now, but 
remember that what you see is not all there is to him. 
Like the Lord in the readings, have mercy on him, for 

the sake of all the rest of him, the person that he 
once was and the person that he can still be. 
                                              Eleonore Stump 
 
Discussion Question: Is it easier to be judgmental or 
merciful? What was Moses’ position as he implored God to 
remember His people? 

 
Mass Schedule and Intentions 

 

Saturday, September 10 
4 pm. +Dick Newzel 

Sunday, September 11 
8:30 am. Ints. of the People of the Parish 

10:30 am. Ints. of Ryan Swanson 
Tuesday, September 13 

12:15 pm. Ints.of Sofia Mc Credie 
Wednesday, September 14 
8:15 am. Ints. of All Priests 
Thursday, September 15 

12:15 pm. +Brother Mateo Guerero O.F.M. 
Friday, September 16 

8:15 am. +Souls in Purgatory 
Saturday, September 17 

4 pm.+ Roderic Barba 
Sunday, September 18 

8:30 am. Ints of the Victims of Sexual Abuse and Social Injustice 
10:30 am. +Linda Bozzoli 

 

Please phone the office to schedule a Mass intention for 
January and later months. 

 
 

Please pray for those that need our prayers:  William 
Callas, Marilyn Coffin, Salome Dede ,Barbara Deedee, 
Giovanna DeSimone, Marcella Dorado, Erin Dorado, Brian 
Fung, Alfonsa Genido, Nolan Granda, Fran Guzman, 
Natalie Harmon, Kate Ingram, Jeannine Jacobs, Lydia 
Mandano, Frank Manhoso, Mila Miguel, Joseph Nocifra, 
Rory O’Neil, Larry Ruminson, Sharon Patrick, Robert 
Scarpone, Frank Stranzl, Dominique Tarrant, Jon Thayer, 
Emma Torres, and Ted Vega. 
 

Stewardship: Plate 9/4 $3,071. Donation $1,240.  The 
second collection today is for Building Maintenance. The 
second collection next week will be for Liability Insurance. 
AMA report: our target is $18,744. We have 173 pledges 
totaling $46,802 and the refund to the parish is $22,128.                            
 

    

Events of the Week 
 

Sun. Sept. 11  10:30 am.  Children’s Liturgy of the  
                                          Word 
                        12:30 pm.  Parish Picnic/Alicia Park 

Tues. Sept. 13   7:00 pm.  Women’s Guild/Hall 
 

Directions to Alicia Park 

300 Arlen Drive Rohnert Park 
 Going west on the Expressway at Safeway 

take a left on Commercial. Go .6 miles to 
Arlen Dr. Arlen Dr. is 0.1 miles past Avram 
Ave. 

 If you reach Alison Ave. you've gone about 
0.1 miles too far 

 Take a left on Arlen Dr and go 1/4 of a mile 
Alicia Park on the left 
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Children and Youth Faith Formation Ministry 

We Begin This Week 
Please email sesreled@gmail.com with any questions. 

                            Sunday, September 11, 2022 
10:30 am           Children’s Liturgy of the                    
                            Word/Hall 

             Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
3:30 pm            CGS-Faith Formation L1 & L2 
              Thursday, September 15, 2022 
4  pm                CGS-Faith Formation L2 
              Sunday, September 18th 
5 pm   Level One Confirmation  
6:30 pm              Level Two Confirmation  

 
Parent Volunteers are needed to celebrate the gospel 
through song, crafts, and prayer.  Parishioner 
participation is needed at our 10:30  Mass every Sunday.  
Please consider leading our children once a month in this 
important ministry….. 

       
Adults and youth interested in helping our youth this 
year.  We will work with all schedules so take the time to 
serve once a month or more…..We will need event aides 
to help with our Reposado in December, Children and 
Youth Christmas Eve Mass, and Spaghetti Feed in 
February.  Come join a growing ministry while praying 
and having fun! 

         
…SAVE THE DATE…We welcome all parishioners,  
children and their families to join us in prayer on the 1st 
Friday of the month at 6:30 pm to pray the Rosary 
together as a parish family. 

 

Who Is She? Hint…She lives in the 

“M” section. Call the office this week 

by 3 pm this Sunday, September 11th 

with your guess. First person to guess 

correctly will win a $25 gift certificate to 

Safeway. Join the fun. Last week’s 

mystery young lady was Maureen 

Scott Sheridan and Luisa Wagy won 

the guess,. 

                                 Pastor’s Corner  
 As I leave on vacation this Sunday night, we 

welcome Fr. Loren Allen who will be covering 

pastoral duties to Sept. 28th. Please leave any 

messages for him via the office. If there is an 

emergency (death or dying) please phone                        

707 858-9847. Please do not leave any messages 

on Fr. Tom’s office line.    

 I want to thank all those who signed-up to be Altar 

Servers and Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. 

When I return from vacation we will begin training. 
    FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS interested in 
becoming Catholic or wish to be fully initiated through 
Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and Confirmation or who 
want to learn more about our faith. The Welcoming 
Church will begin on Wednesday October 26th from 
6:30 to 7:45 pm.    
 Those who wish to have scripture faith 
sharing, we will begin on Thursday, Oct 27th from 1-
2 pm. with soup or salad being provided. We will be 
studying the Acts of the Apostles.   
  There is no cost for either sessions but you are 
asked to register with the office for Adult Faith 
Formation.  

Questions about the Holy Mass 

Why does the Celebrant add water to the wine at the 
offertory? What makes this act significant is what it 
represents: the water is Christ’s humanity and the wine 
his divinity. The mingling of the water and wine in the 
chalice symbolizes the Incarnation of Christ.  
                                           Why does the 
Celebrant drop a piece of host into the chalice 
before Holy Communion? The symbolism of this act 
recalls the unity of the Church and the spiritual 
connection between each celebration. You may have 
noticed that the priest will break a small part of the 
consecrated host and drop it into the chalice of 
consecrated wine. It is a silent ritual, one that is easily 
missed as it happens so quickly. The action of placing a 
small particle of the host into the chalice has roots in the 
Early Church and a custom that was meant to 
signify unity with the pope and local bishop and the 
priest.   The symbolism of this act also points to 
the unity of the body and blood of Jesus in the host, as 
both the host and consecrated wine contain the whole 
presence of Jesus, body, blood, soul and divinity.
 Why does the Celebrant wash his hands at the 
end of the offertory? Not because they are dirty, but to 
signify a spiritual meaning. The washing away of sins to 
worthily celebrate the Holy Mass.  
 What does the word ”Amen” mean? When one 
says “amen” in response to a prayer, it serves as an 
affirmation of agreement with the content of the prayer 
or at Holy Communion meaning “Yes” to the Body of 
Christ I am receiving. 
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Religious Education Congress 2022 

On Saturday, September 24, 2022, the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa will present a day of prayer and 
fellowship for all adults in the Diocese. The event will 
be held at Cardinal Newman High School, 4320 Old 
Redwood Hwy., Santa Rosa. The theme is “The 
Church and the Most Holy Eucharist”. 
 The day will begin at 8:30 am in the gym with the 
Holy Mass celebrated with Bishop Robert F. Vasa. A 
variety of speakers will be presented throughout the 
day. This day is designed to bring spiritual 
nourishment to all Adults in the Diocese. We look 
forward to seeing you.   
 We are happy to announce that this year’s 
event is FREE. For more information or to register, 
pleasecontact Carmen Aanenson at the Diocesan 
Dept. of Rel. Ed. dre@srdiocese.org 707-566-3366 
www.santarosacatholic.org 

Pope Francis shed light on the theme of 
discernment during his catechesis at the weekly 
General Audience by recalling the example of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, and highlights how God works 
through unforeseen events and mishaps.               
   By Benedict Mayaki, SJ 
 Pope Francis continued his cycle of reflections 
on the theme of discernment during his 
catechesis at the General Audience  
 St. Ignatius of Loyola The Holy Father recalled 
the example of St. Ignatius of Loyola, and the 
decisive episode of the saint’s life when he was 
home convalescing after his leg was injured in battle. 
To chase away boredom, St. Ignatius asked for 
something to read and unfortunately, only the lives of 
saints was to be found in the house.  
 In the course of reading, St. Ignatius began to 
discover another world that captivated him and 
seemed to compete with that of knights, and he 
became fascinated by the figures of Sts. Francis and 
Dominic, with a desire to imitate them. 
 Saint Ignatius sensed within himself an alternation 
of thoughts, and he began to notice differences. In 
his autobiography, the saint notes that when he 
thought about the things of the world, he felt much 
pleasure, but afterward, he felt dry and sad. Instead, 
when he thought of going to Jerusalem barefoot and 
practicing other austerities, he found pleasure not 
only while thinking of them, but also when he had 
ceased.     
 Time and the end point of thoughts Pope 
Francis noted that two aspects are noticeable in St. 
Ignatius’ experience. First, time, because thoughts of 
the world are attractive at first but they lose their 
luster and leave one empty and discontented. 

“Thoughts of God, on the contrary, rouse first a 
certain resistance, but when they are welcomed, 

they bring an unknown peace that lasts over 
time.” 

   The other aspect is the end point of thoughts, 
added the Pope. There is a development of 
discernment, and we understand what is good for us 
not in an abstract, general way, but in the journey of 
our life.     
 In fact, St. Ignatius in the rules for discernment lays 
out an important premise: "In the persons who go 
from mortal sin to mortal sin, the enemy is commonly 
used to propose to them apparent pleasures, making 
them imagine sensual delights and pleasures in order 
to hold them more and make them grow in their vices 
and sins. In these persons, the good spirit uses the 
opposite method, pricking them and biting their 
consciences through the process of reason." 

“There is a history that precedes one who 
discerns, a history that is indispensable to know, 
because discernment is not a sort of oracle or 
fatalism, like casting one’s lot on two 
possibilities.” 

   Indeed, the great questions arise when we have 
travelled a stretch of the road in life, and it is to that 
journey we must return to understand what we are 
looking for. For St. Ignatius, who was not thinking of 
God when he found himself injured after battle, his 
first experience of God was by listening to his own 
heart which showed him a reversal – that things that 
were attractive at first sight left him disillusioned, 
whereas in others, less dazzling, he found lasting 
peace.      
 God works in unplanned events Another aspect 
of discernment is the “apparent randomness in the 
events of life,” Pope Francis said.  
 During St. Ignatius’ convalescence, there were no 
books of knights, only lives of saints – a mishap that 
held a possible turning point - and it is only after 
some time that Ignatius realized this, at which point 
he devoted his full attention to it.  
 “God works through unforeseen events, and also in 
mishaps,” stressed the Pope, pointing at the passage 
from the Gospel of Matthew of the man plowing his 
field and coming across a buried treasure. The man 
subsequently recognizes it as the windfall of his life 
and acts accordingly, selling everything and buying 
the field.    
 Concluding, Pope noted that discernment is the 
“aid in recognizing the signals with which the Lord 
makes Himself known in unexpected, even 
unpleasant situations, as the leg injury was for St. 
Ignatius, and a life-changing encounter can arise 
from them forever."  


