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December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent 
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           This Sunday emphasizes peace and preparation. John the Baptist calls us to                                                    
                Prepare the way of the Lord.                                   

Parish Staff

Pastor: Rev. Thomas Diaz #4                                                                                                                                Office Manager: Chris Giacometti: #1
Mass times: #2
Youth Faith Formation: Jennifer Bedoka #3 
Executive Board: Tony Madia/Chairperson, Linda Biondini/Vice Chairperson, Katie Chase, Larry Ruminson, Julie La Plante
Floral Decorations: Cesira Heric

   Sacraments and Devotions

[bookmark: _Hlk185419775]Reconciliation: Sundays: 9:45-10:15am, Thu 1-1:30 
Marriage: One year notice to the pastor.
Infant Baptism: 1 month notice. The preparation session will be on this Sunday Dec. 7th from 3-4:30pm in the hall.
Anointing of the Sick: Please call Fr. Tom.                                                      Usually, it is celebrated after 10:30 Sunday Mass 
The Rosary: ½ hr. before weekday Masses.
Divine Chaplet: Tuesdays after the12:15 Mass                    
        The Welcoming Church: Sundays 1pm.

Mass Schedule and Intentions for the Week
Sat/Dec. 6,    4pm  Ints. of Charles Mc Collum 
Sun/Dec. 7,   8:30  People of the Parish
                  10:30  +Jose & Aida Galvez
[bookmark: _Hlk215682234]Mon/Dec. 8, The Solemnity of the Immaculate         
                  Conception, A Holy Day of Obligation    
                     8:15  Ints of Mary Keegan
                    12:15 +John Sharer
                    5pm  +Rev Jose Gonzalez
Tue/Dec. 9,  1 2:15  +Jordan Ginn
Wed/Dec. 10,  8:15  Ints. of Maryann Landis
Thu/Dec. 11,  12:15  +Abel Sagon
Fri/Dec.  12,   8:15  For All Priests
                    7pm  For Social Justice
Sat/Dec. 13,   4pm  Ints. of Priscilla Sagon  
Sun/ Dec 14,  8:30  People of the Parish
                   10:30 +Abel Sagon

Events in the Parish
Sun/Dec.7 11:30am Hispanic Ministry Meeting/ Hall
           1pm Welcoming Church/ Hall
     3pm Baptismal Prep/Hall
                         7pm Sung Vespers/evening Prayer 
Mon/Dec.8         6pm Men’s Club Dinner
Tues/Dec.9         6pm Women’s Guild Mtg/Hall
Fri/Dec.12          7pm Our Lady of Guadalupe 
                                 Bilingual Mass
Sat/Dec. 13        5pm Filipino American Christmas    
                                 Party/Hall
Sun/Dec.14    9:30am St. Vincent de Paul Mtg/Hall

Stewardship and Annual Ministry Appeal
Plate donations: 11/1&2 $5,699, 11/8&9 $5,884, 11/15&16 $4,897, 11/22&23 $4,397, 11/29&30 $4,082. On-line giving for November is $1,631. The average for the monthly first collection was $5,333.80. Liability Insurance $2,015, Church Maintenance $2,017,Thanksgiving Collection for Adult Faith Formation $1,073. Your kind giving is much appreciated.
   Since a 2nd letter went out to those who have not participated in the Diocesan Annual Ministry Appeal (about 400 families), our newest results through November 30th: Pledged: $62,130, Received: $60,206, Rebate so far: $39,106,  Families participating 165. We have gained only 3 participating families since last month. Ouch!
   Please remember to give before Dec 31st!

Homily Highlights from Last Sunday
· As an alarm clock wakes some people up what makes you awake and ready in the morning?
· How does the Lord wake you up to be alert and ready for His “2nd Coming”? 
· Does listening to the Lord’s words and acting on them make your spiritual life alert and ready?

Sunday Scripture Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10, Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9 Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12.
Sunday Reflection
Gifts When any of us get a smallest hint about how much God is giving to us, we are grateful.
   For instance, a woman named Katharine Lee Bates took a trip to the top of Pike’s Peak in Colorado and then wrote America the Beautiful. It was gratitude for what she saw our Advent eyes will have to rest their weariness for a while and do some waiting.
   Rust and violet colors interleaved in the sunset. A hospital patient waiting calmly for tomorrow’s verdict. Unthinking courtesy from strangers who stopped their car down the street so that someone could complete his or her jaywalk in safety! Your family. The dog. Your own life, a wonder and a mystery even with all its losses and tangles. Trees that wisely shed their leaves with the snow and cold to come.
   The ability to see, if indeed we can do so. Holy darkness for those who cannot.
   You and I do very little to “deserve” the mysterious goodness around us and in us. We are not required to be worthy of it because God gives everything out of pure generosity. God gazes in wonder at the world and at each person and says, “You are worth it. I will not leave you.”
   And a paradox: the shocking smallness of my own self. I am in no way the center of the universe. This is good news, not bad. I can rest in God’s everlasting arms and then do as much as I can to help others. Worthiness results from being loved, not just from achieving, smallness.
   Perhaps gifts are not tendered to you right now. Perhaps life simply has too many problems: even international ones, that affect you. Maybe gifts are there, but you cannot see them. In that case, your Advent eyes will have to rest their weariness for a while and do some waiting. It will be there, God’s delicate care for us. You will see. “O” Antiphons: “O Root of Jesse” – Pillar and Foundation: Sharing the Truth of the Catholic Faith
O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of... - St. Paul Catholic Church
   A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength (First Reading).
   God, who takes joy in small things, does defend us poor ones from the wrongs of life. “He shall judge the poor with justice and decide aright for the land's afflicted.”
   Put it this way: God does not erase trouble, he loves us within it. Wait to catch a glimpse of God’s intimate love for each hair on your head. We must wait. In Advent and in every time. God labors to give each creature the gift of a lifetime.
[image: 2nd Sunday Of Advent 2022]   I know, with all the catastrophes in our present world, how could any of this be possible? The answer? Wait. Clean your lenses. Open your eyes. Wait, and then see.
   The shoot of Jesse is sprouting fast.
   A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,
   and from his roots a bud shall blossom. …
   a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
   a spirit of counsel and of strength,
   a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord.  
    (First Reading)
    As the mystic, Julian of Norwich put it,
All shall be well, and all shall be well, and every manner of thing shall be well.
Stay around for it.        John Foley, SJ

Discussion Question: What can you do during Advent to gather some kindling for your heart’s fire?
Family Connection
We do many things to get ourselves ready for our celebration of Christmas: purchase gifts, prepare Christmas cards, decorate our homes. John's call of repentance in preparation for Jesus reminds us that our repentance is another way in which we can prepare for the Lord's coming and our celebration of Christmas. Parish communities often offer a communal celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Advent season. Your family might choose to participate in the communal celebration of the sacrament, or you might seek out the sacrament on an individual basis.
Read together today's Gospel. Talk about how John reminds the people that they prepare for the reign of God by reforming their lives. As a family, prepare a simple reconciliation service in preparation for Christmas such as the following: Gather in a prayerful space, perhaps around your family Advent wreath. Read again today's Gospel: Matthew 3:1-3. Invite each family member to pray silently, asking God to forgive their sins. Pray together an Act of Contrition. 
   My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy. Then celebrate God's forgiveness by sharing a Sign of Peace with each other.

Please pray for the health intentions of: Sherman Chan, Gus Chang, Mary Couto, Ginger Crawford,  Patrick Dempsey, Lupita Diaz, Marcella Dorado, Anthony Eger, Evelyn Estrella, Jeanne Fields, Louise Galassi, Elsa Garcia,  Dave Grundman, Theresa M, Nancy Keegan, Patricia Lauterjung, Kelly Limberg, Frank Manhoso, Charles Mc Collum, Larry Ng, Pat O’Brien, Robert Perrill, Mary Piccioni, Lisa Rivas, Patricia Sack, Robert Scarpone, Maureen Sheridan Scott, Dominique & Cecilia Tarrant, Jessica Thompson, and Malik Whitehorse.                                                                    If you want a name on the list, please call the office.
Faith Formation Ministry
Quote of the Week
“Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem.
May we let ourselves be drawn by the light
of God made man.” 
Pope Francis
Sunday, December 7th.
9:30 am 2nd Year Confirmation Class
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word
5pm Youth Group/hall
5-6:30pm Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Level 3
Tuesday, December 9th.
6 pm Play Practice  Faith Formation is looking for youth to be a part of our Nativity Play this year. 
Wednesday, December 10th 
3-4:30pm 1st & 2nd First Communion Class
3-4:30 pm Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Level 3
Saturday, December 13th 
10am Nativity Practice
Sunday, December 14th 
9:30am 2nd Year Confirmation Class
10:30am Children’s Liturgy of the Word                        5pm Youth Group/hall
-REMINDER TO BRING A GIFT TO
EXCHANGE $20.00 Maximum-
5-6:30 pm Catechesis of the Good
[image: ]Shepherd Level 3
 
Email sesreled@gmail.com if you’re
interested in joining our ministry!
HELP NEEDED
Our parish has an opening for a volunteer Ministry Scheduler who has computer skills and can work from home. Please call the office if you are interested. Thank you

[image: A painting of a person with angels

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8th. The doctrine that the Virgin Mary was free of  original sin from the moment of her conception
[bookmark: _Hlk215681539]We will have Masses at 8:15, 12:15, and 5pm. We treat this day as though it were a Sunday.  Because of an earlier error no collection envelopes were sent out, so you will need to put your envelope # on your check or make out your own envelope. 
               
	St Vincent de Paul will be collecting specific food Dec 6/7: 13 oz box Instant Mashed Potatoes & Dec 13/14: 1 box Hot Chocolate (8 Servings) Food donations can be placed in the basket that is located next to the church bulletin board, beginning this Saturday, November 29th. 
   We are also asking for donations of $10 Scrip cards from Target or Wal-Mart for gifts for needy families. Ornaments symbolizing our giving are to be put on the Christmas Tree
Use Scrip for all your holiday needs. We have grocery stores for your holiday meals, merchants for purchasing gifts or giving gift cards and restaurants for dining out:                                                            Grocery Stores: Raley’s, Safeway and Walmart. Restaurants/Food: Applebee’s, Chili’s, Cold Stone, Olive Garden, See’s Candy, Starbucks.                          Other Stores/Merchants: Amazon, Home Depot, Target, Wal-Mart, Tip-Top Cleaners (limited supply) Gas Stations: Arco Gas (limited supply), Shell Gas       You can place a special Scrip order for other retailers that we do not keep in stock. We have a current list as of 11-13-25 at the Scrip table, a copy in the office or go online to the following link: raiseright.com/resources/participant When the page opens click on Download PDF under the Brands List on the right side.
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A screenshot of a website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]	
	                                                                                                              	                                                                                            To place a Scrip special order: fill out a Scrip receipt with your name, phone number, and date at the top, write in the store/retailer you want in the blank spaces at the bottom, include how many cards and what denomination you want them in ($10, $25, etc.) make sure you check the current list to see what denominations are available for that retailer. Only include special order stores on this receipt. Pay for the special order by check or cash. Note special orders will not be placed without paying for them in advance. Special orders will be placed at the same time as our typical orders (usually on Sunday) and providing Raise Right has the inventory we could have the scrip the following weekend.			For questions call Carol Blais (707) 322-0899 or Roger Blais (707) 322-3382  or Email us at                                      ses.scriprp@gmail.com				All profits from our scrip program benefit St. Elizabeth Seton landscaping on our parish grounds.
Our parish has an opening for a volunteer Ministry Scheduler who has computer skills and can work from home.  Please call the office if interested.


The 8:30 choir and Brian would like to invite you to join us at 6:30 this evening, Sunday, December 7, for a sung Vespers service. The traditional evening prayer of the Catholic Church is dedicated tonight to the Immaculate Conception and will run approximately 30 minutes. Handouts will be provided.

Ministerio Hispano
[image: ]                         Acompañanos a celebrar a la                   		Virgen de Guadalupe este 12        		de diciembre a las 7pm en una 			misa bilingüe.  Si gustas ayudar 			hacer o donar pan dulce o una 			bebida caliente por favor de        		mandar un texto a Erika 				Renteria al 707-490-7462.				También tendremos La  			Posada este 20 de diciembre 			después de Misa de 4pm. ¡El Padre Tom nos deleitará con un rico pozole! Si gustas traer aguinaldos por favor de mandar un texto a Erika Renteria Gracias!!       	 			Come celebrate with us our Virgen de Guadalupe on December 12th with a bilingual mass at 7pm. If you would like to help make or donate a dessert or a hot beverage and please text Erika Renteria at 707-490-7462. 							Also, we will have La Posada on December 20th after the 4pm mass. Father Tom is going to treat us with a delicious pozole! If you would like to bring candy please text Erika Thank you!			The word posada means inn or lodging, and traditionally posadas are a celebration of the Christmas story. They take place on nine nights from December 16 to 24 and commemorate the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph’s search for a place to stay where Jesus could be born. Posadas in Mexico feature hot food and drinks, sweets, music, and piñatas.					Throughout Mexico, churches and communities still celebrate these festivities with their traditional, religious elements. Today almost any party held around Christmas is called a posada.
Ministry Schedule
December 6th & 7th
                              4:00pm Mass
Readers: Linda Biondini, Liz Ritchie
EMS: Luisa Bustillos, Linda Mish, Bill Yates
Ushers: Janice Dyer, Dianne Foppoli
Greeters: Ron & Debra Ciarasso
                             8:30am Mass
Readers: Scott Crossen, Dolores Sanchez
EMS: Armando Argueto, John Buhagiar, Diane Cook
Ushers: Diane Cook, Barry Goff
Greeters: Alan & Caroline Kalaw
                             10:30am Mass
Readers: Scott Morrical, Marie Horwitz
EMS: Lorraine Datu, Nora John, Nativity Mata
Ushers: Lorraine Datu, Milagros Morrical
Greeters: Natinity Mata, Sally Shami

Immaculate Conception                                                     8:15
12:15pm Mass
Readers:  Linda Anderson, Tony Sacramento
EMS: Victoria Gregorio, Tony Madia, Milagros Morrical
Ushers: Scott Morrical, Tony Turegano
Greeters: Olivia Salazar, Diane Van Anne
5pm. 

December 13th & 14th
                              4:00pm Mass
Readers: Linda Biondini, Liz Ritchie
EMS:  Jovita Bishop, Dianne Foppoli, Beth Turegano
Ushers:  Liz Ritchie, Bill Yates
Greeters: Roxanne Bialkoski, Pat Yates
                               8:30am Mass
Readers: Dolores Sanchez, Maureen Sheridan Scott
EMS: Armando Argueto, Larry Biondini, Mary Thayer
Ushers: Liz Chang, Diane Cook
Greeters: Larry & Jo Ruminson
                                10:30am Mass
Readers: Fred Adam, Mary Denson
EMS: Giovanna Desimone, Nora John, Nativity Mata
Ushers: Lorraine Datu, Scott Morrical
Greeters: Fred & Janet Adam

                                Pastor’s Corner
   We want to Thank Parent Sorensen Mortuary for our Church Calendars for this coming year. They are available in the vestibule.
   Letters to all boys and girls wishing to be altar servers have gone out.  Look at your mailbox soon.
I apologize for my tardiness.!
[image: ]   Poinsettias for the Church will be arriving shortly.
Again, as we have done every year you may donate a poinsettia in the name of someone who has died, a couple who have died or in memory of a family living or dead. We have so many flowers and at different prices Please use the lines provided and do not add more on the sign-up table. Prices for the floral donations run from $15-$30.

On the Second Sunday of Advent, we reflect on    the theme of peace and prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.

      Prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent
Heavenly Father We are reminded of the peace that Your Son,               Jesus Christ, brings to our lives. Help us to prepare   our hearts in faithful waiting and to reflect on the      love and peace that You offer us through Him. May  we find comfort in Your presence and share that      peace with others.
Lord, we thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Prince of Peace. May His light shine brightly in our hearts,             guiding us through the chaos of life. Help us to be            instruments of Your peace in a world that                         desperately needs it. As we await the celebration of His birth, fill us with hope and joy, and let our lives reflect Your love.
In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.
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